Constitution of the Student Government Association

of the University of Massachusetts Boston

as of April 27, 1998
Preamble:

We, the undergraduate students of the University of Massachusetts Boston, having duties and responsibilities in all areas of the University as they relate to services and activities which are designed primarily to serve undergraduate students, through the application of democratic policies and principles and the delegation of authority by the Board of Trustees, holding such duties and responsibilities in order to provide an effective, responsible and representative form of government for the undergraduate students of the University, to further establish welfare and interests, do hereby establish this Constitution of the Student Government Association of the University of Massachusetts at Boston.  The Student Senate shall act on behalf of the Student Government Association in carrying out this Constitution, its associated Bylaws, and where appropriate in all other relevant Trustee documents.

In the exercise of it’s powers, the Student Government Association shall not discriminate on the basis of race, national origin, age, sex, religion, handicap, sexual orientation/preference, or veteran status.

Article I – Purpose

The Student Government Association exists to provide a democratic and formal vehicle to represent the interests of students in all aspects of university life, and to promote student leadership at the University of Massachusetts Boston, and to enhance the educational, cultural and community experience of the students of the University of Massachusetts Boston by:

1. Defending the civil and educational rights and responsibilities of all students.

2. Promoting sensitivity to the diverse social and educational needs of the University community, and encouraging interaction among students of different backgrounds.

3. Representing the interests of all undergraduate students at the University of Massachusetts at Boston both within the University and in affairs external to the University.

4. Maintaining a forum for the expression of students’ views and interests.

5. Ensuring that students have appropriate opportunities to engage in extracurricular, cultural and community-related activities.

6. Providing a mechanism for student input into the affairs of student organizations and the expenditure of student moneys consistent with the guidelines of this document, and all relevant Trustee documents.

7. Pursuant to the Policies and Procedures for the Management of the Student Activities Trust Fund and Revenue Cost Centers Document, (or other such document as maybe duly promulgated in it’s place), creating, developing, and recommending all uses of the Student Activities Trust Fund (SATF) and any revenues generated by the SATF.

Article II – Authority

1. The Student Government Association derives its authority from the Statement on University Governance of the Board of Trustees of the University of Massachusetts (Document T73-098, as amended) who have approved this document as provided in Chapter 75, Section 3 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

2. The Student Government Association shall be governed in its activities by this Constitution.  

3. The Student Government Association, in its responsibilities and relationships with other governing components of the campus and of the University as a whole, shall be governed by the Board of Trustees’ statement on University Governance.  In matters dealing directly with University-wide student services and issues, this Constitution shall take precedence over the constitution of any college or independent instructional unit.

Article III – Powers

The Student Government Association of the University of Massachusetts at Boston shall have the following powers:

1. To promote the interests of the student body of the University of Massachusetts at Boston, and to make recommendations on any policy, issue or question.

2. To exercise primary responsibility, as defined in Board of Trustee document T73-098 as amended, for student services, undergraduate political affairs, and undergraduate student organizational matters, and for advising on standards for student conduct and discipline within the student extracurricular environment.

3. To serve as the consultative student body on all campus-wide undergraduate student affairs, as set forth in Trustee document t73-098.  The Student Senate may delegate this power to other student groups and/or officers.

4. To participate in the formulation of recommendations on the appropriate use of, and operating budget for, any building or capital improvement which is funded by a fee assessed upon members of the student body in consultation with the University Administration.

5. Pursuant to the Policies and Procedures for the Management of the Student Activities Trust Fund and Revenue Cost Centers Document (or such other document as may be duly promulgated in it’s place), to create, develop, and recommend annually the Student Activities Trust Fund (SATF) operating budget which shall be approved by the Chief Officer of Student Affairs and the Chancellor before being submitted to the Board of Trustees for final approval on an annual basis.

6. Pursuant to the Policies and Procedures for the Management of the Student Activities Trust Fund and Revenue Cost Centers Document, and all revenues generated by said funds (or other such document as may be duly promulgated in its place), to budget and recommend the allocation of the Student Activities Trust Fund, and all revenues generated by said funds. A recommended increase in the Student Activities fee of over 7.5% shall require a two-thirds vote of the Senate membership in attendance at a schedule meeting, and an affirmative vote of the SGA membership through a referendum.

7. To participate in all undergraduate student government elections and referenda.  Elections and referenda will be conducted by the Department of Student Life of the Division of Student Affairs, and the Ad Hoc Elections Committee of the Student Senate.

8. To recommend the approval, suspend or reject official Recognized Student Organization (RSO) status of all undergraduate student organizations and Student Centers; and to approve, reject or suspend the constitutions of the such groups; and to recommend the establishment of uniform financial, constitutional, and operational policies and procedures for such groups and all other agencies funded by the Student Activities Trust Fund.  

9. Pursuant to Trustee Document T73-098, to provide for student input in developing and monitoring academic policies, and in evaluating courses, programs and graduation requirements.

10. To contribute to an annual review of the performance of staff members paid from the Student Activities Trust Fund, and to make recommendations for changes in the offices of these staff members.

11. To make recommendations concerning the charge and composition of all search committees that nominate and/or select the administrative officers of the University of Massachusetts Boston.  The Student Senate shall send nominations for student membership on these search committees to the Chancellor, or when appropriate, to the President or the Board of Trustees.

12. In accordance with relevant Trustee documents, to consult with Faculty Council and the Chancellor on the selection of the President, the Chancellor at Boston, the Provost, officers of the rank of Vice Chancellor or Dean, and other major administrative officers dealing with students.  In the periodic evaluation of the Provost, the Vice Chancellors and Chancellor, the Student Senate shall nominate student members of the review committees.  In the case of the Chief Officer of Student Affairs and other administrative offices dealing with student services, the Student Senate shall be empowered to advise and make recommendations concerning the charge and composition of the review committee.

13. To participate in the appointment process for student members of campus committees including those which are established jointly with other University governance bodies and to review those appointments annually.

14. To consult with the Faculty Council and the Chancellor on recommendations with regard to long-range planning and development decisions of the University.

15. To undertake any act necessary and proper to enable the execution of powers vested by this Constitution, as approved by the Board of Trustees and consistent with all policies, regulations, and delegation of the Board of Trustees, the laws of the United States and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Article IV – Membership

1. All undergraduate students who are assessed a student activities fee are members of the Student Government Association (SGA) of the University of Massachusetts at Boston.

2. All SGA members are eligible to vote on ballot questions in the annual Student Government Association elections which shall be held in the spring.  In addition, all University of Massachusetts Boston students shall elect the student member(s) of the University Board of Trustees.

3. SGA members shall also be eligible to vote in the annual lection for candidates for the Senate seats that have been apportioned to the college or academic unit in which the SGA member is registered.  

4. Throughout their terms of office, Senators of the Student Senate shall, to the best of their ability, address the academic and non-academic concerns of the students at the University of Massachusetts Boston, make themselves accessible to their constituents, attend all regularly scheduled meetings of the Student Senate unless excused.

5. Students eligible to sere as voting members of the Student Senate shall satisfy all the following criteria both at the time of election and throughout their term of office:

a. they are matriculated undergraduates at the University of Massachusetts Boston and

b. they are making satisfactory progress toward completion of a degree and hold at least a 2.5 cumulative grade point average (freshman, 2.0) based on a minimum of nine (9) credit hours per semester, or completion of five (5) competencies per semester if enrolled in the College of Public and Community Service (CPCS).

6. Student Senators shall be elected for a term of one year.

7. There shall be no more than thirty (30) seats in the Student Senate, all filled by election.  One of those seats shall be filled by the Student Trustee.

8. The apportionment of seats in the Student Senate may be proportionate to the undergraduate student populations in each college or academic units of the University as determined annually by the undergraduate registrar.

9. In addition, there shall be the following non-voting ex-officio members of the Student Senate:

a. the Chancellor, or his/her designee

b. the Chief Officer of Student Affairs

c. a representative chosen by the Faculty Council

d. the head of the Department of Student Life

e. the Directing Attorney of Student Legal Services

Article V – Elections

1. All members of the SGA are eligible to vote for the election of Senators.

2. The student body of each college or independent instructional unit shall elect Senators for the seats apportioned to their college or unit, or for at large seats apportioned by the Senate.

3. At the time of elections and throughout the term of office, candidates must be registered in the college or independent instructional unit from which they are elected.

4. The Student Trustee shall be elected at the same time as Student Senators.

5. Vacancies on the Senate shall be filled by appointment of the full Senate.  Students that are appointed to fill vacancies shall be eligible to serve until the next election.

Article VI – Procedures

1. The Student Senate shall establish it’s own Bylaws.

2. The Senate shall govern its meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

3. The first regular meeting of the Student Senate shall take place in the spring; the Chancellor shall convene this meeting, and shall officially set the Senators.

4. The Student Senate and all standing and ad hoc committees of the SGA shall meet at least twice monthly during the academic year, and at least once a month during the summer.  Additional meetings may be called by a vote of the Student Senate, by the Steering Committee of the Student Senate, by a written petition of 25% of the Student Senate members, or by the Chancellor.

5. Any member of the general University community has the right to petition the Student Senate and to attend Student Senate meetings.  Except as otherwise provided in the Senate Bylaws, privileges of the floor are reserved for Senate members.

6. A quorum for items published on the agenda for any meeting of the Student Senate distributed one week in advance of the meeting shall consist of the voting members present at the meeting.

7. For the business that has not appeared on an agenda distributed one week in advance of the meeting, quorum shall consist of a majority of the full Senate.

8. The Student Senate shall keep and publish in a timely fashion a record of its proceedings which will be made available to the University community with the assistance of a clerk (who is not a Senator) who shall be employed for that purpose by the Department of Student Life of the University.

9. Student Senators, excluding the Student Trustee pursuant to the Massachusetts General Laws, shall be compensated for their services.  The process by which this happens shall be outlined in the Bylaws of the Student Senate, subject to the approval of the Chief Officer of Student Affairs.

Article VII – Offices

1. The President of the Student Government Association will act as the President of the Student Senate, the presiding officer of the Senate, and the official representative of the Student Senate.  The Student Senate shall provide for the election, duties, and requirements of its officers elected from its membership, including a President and Vice President of the Student Government Association who will also act as the President and Vice President of the Student Senate.  In no case may the term of office exceed one (1) year.  IN the event of the permanent absence of the President, the Vice President shall assume the President’s duties until such time as an election is held.

2. The positions of President, Vice President, Student Trustee, and chairpersons of the standing committees of the Student Senate must be held by separate individuals.  

3. At the first meeting following Orientation of the newly elected Student Senate, there will be elections from the Senate membership for:

a. the President of the Student Government Association,

b. the Vice President,

c. the Chairperson of the Budget and Finance Committee, who shall also serve as the Treasurer/Budget and Finance Chair of the undergraduate SATF, 

d. the chairpersons of all other standing committees of the Student Senate, and

e. six other members of the Budget and Finance Committee.

Article VIII – Standing Committees

1. The Steering Committee:  this committee shall include the President, the Vice President, the Student Trustee (if the Trustee is an undergraduate student), Representative to the Faculty Council, and the chairs of the standing committees of the Student Senate.  The Steering Committee will set the agenda for all meetings and act as a Committee on Committees in recommending the membership of all committees to the Student Senate, the Faculty Council and the Chancellor.

2. The Budget and Finance Committee: this committee shall consist of seven members, who are all Student Senators.  The B&F Committee will have complete responsibility for the planning and review of the budget of the Student Activities Trust Fund (SATF), and for presenting its plans and recommendations to the Student Senate.  At each meeting of the Student Senate, the Budget and Finance Committee shall present for Student Senate approval its plan for allocations from the general contingency portion of the budget, offering brief explanations for each allocation.

3. The charges and composition of all other standing committees are found in the Bylaws of the Student Government Association of the University of Massachusetts Boston. 

4. The Student Senate shall require regular written reports from all its standing and ad hoc committees.

Article IX – Referenda

1. Referenda may be initiated by a majority vote of the Student Senate or by petition of not less than ten (10) percent of the members of the Student Government Association.

2. Once a referendum is initiated, its wording cannot be changed without the consent of the originators.

3. Any referendum which is approved by a majority of the members voting of the Student Government Association shall be considered a duly voted recommendation of the Student Senate.

Article X  - Amendments

1. Amendments to this constitution shall be recommended by the Student Senate.

2. Proposed amendments are to be sent out to members of the Senate by the President and shall be tabled for a period of two weeks, to be published on the agenda of the meeting at which they are to be debated, and by other means to the University community as a whole.

3. A two-thirds vote of the voting members of the Student Senate shall be required to adopt an amendment.

4. An amendment which is adopted shall be forwarded to the Chancellor for review before submission to the University Board of Trustees for approval.

Article XI – Transition provisions

1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 5 and 6 of article IV of this Constitution, any Student Senator elected under the provisions of the 1984 Constitution of the Student Senate in Trustee Document T84-118 and holding office at the time that this Constitution takes effect, shall continue in office until the expiration of the term for which he/she was elected.

